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groups of coral islets by their inhabitants in the
Indian Ocean, and is synonymous with "lagoon-
island."

Barrier reefs, when encircling small islands, have
been comparatively little noticed by voyagers; but
they well deserve attention. In their structure they
are little less marvellous than atolls, and they give
a singular and most picturesque character to the
scenery of the islands they surround. In the
accompanying sketch, taken from the Voyage of the

Coqmlle, the reef is seen from within, from one of
the high peaks of the island of Bolabola. Here, as
in Whitsunday Island, the whole of that part of the
reef which is visible is converted into land. This is
a circumstance of rare occurrence; more usually a
3-now-white line of great breakers, with here and
there an islet crowned by cocoa-nut trees, separates
the smooth waters of the lagoon-like channel from
the waves of the open sea, The barrier reefs of Aus-
tralia and of New Caledonia, owing to their enorm-
ous dimensions, have excited much attention; in
structure and form they resemble those encircling
many of the smaller islands in the Pacific Ocean.
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